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EXPLORE İSTANBUL   
(Where should you start from?)

If you have only one day in İstanbul
1. Topkapı Palace Museum / E4
2. Ayasofya Mosque (Hagia Sophia) / E5
3. Basilica Cistern  

(Yerebatan Sarayı) / D5
4. Hippodrome / D5
5. Blue Mosque 

(Sultan Ahmed Mosque) / D5
6. Grand Bazaar / D5

If you have a second day in İstanbul
7. Archaeological Museums of İstanbul / 

E4
8. Turkish & Islamic Arts Museum /  

İbrahim Paşa Palace / D5
9. Egyptian-Spice Bazaar / D4
10. Dolmabahçe Palace / F1

A Day in Asia (Üsküdar)
11. Public ferry from Eminönü,  

Karaköy or Beşiktaş to Üsküdar 
Or, take the Marmaray  

(Intercontinental Tube)  
from Sirkeci to Üsküdar / D3-D4-F1

12. Mihrimah Sultan Mosque  
by Architect Sinan / G3

13. Nevmekan Sahil (Cultural Center  
and Lady Sultans’ Museum) / G3

14. Maiden’s Tower (Boat from the  
Üsküdar shore) / F3

15. Kuzguncuk Neighborhood / H2
16. Beylerbeyi Palace / H1
17. Scenic walk in  

Nakkaştepe Gardens / H1

Beyond the Walls
103. Theodosian Walls / A3-A6
  71. Porte Aurea (Golden Gate) / A7
-Church of Zoodochos Pege
-Zeytinburnu Medicinal Plants Garden
-Panorama 1453 History Museum
-Takkeci İbrahim Ağa Mosque
-Merkezefendi Mosque and Complex
-Yenikapi Mevlevi Lodge
-Erikli Baba Lodge
-Fatih Sultan Mehmed Mosque

-Kara Mustafa Pasha Mosque 
-Kazlıçeşme Fountain
-Kazlıçeşme Art Gallery & Library

Unique Experiences
• Cruise on the Bosphorus
18. Walk Along İstiklal Street  

in Beyoğlu / D2-E2

• Sema by Whirling Dervishes               
19. Hocapaşa Cultural Center / D4
20. Galata Mevlevi Lodge Museum / D3

• Hamam (Turkish Bath)
21. Ayasofya Hürrem Sultan  

Hamamı / D5/E5
22. Cağaloğlu Hamamı / D5
23. Çemberlitaş Hamamı / D5
24. Kılıç Ali Paşa Hamamı / E3
25. Süleymaniye Hamamı / D4

• Mehter (Military Band) Concert
26. Military Museum / E1

• Coffee Break 
27. Pierre Loti Cafe / B1 

28. Pera Palas Hotel / D2
14. Maiden’s Tower (Boat from the  
      Üsküdar shore) / F3

• Entertainment Areas
29. Çiçek Pasajı (Flower Passage) / E2
30. Nevizade / D2
31. Kumkapı / C5
32. Ortaköy / H1
33. Cezayir Street (La Rue Française) / E2
34. Samatya / A6
35. Galata Bridge / D4 
36. Beşiktaş Market / F1

If you have more days in İstanbul
• Byzantine Columns

37. Milion / D5
38. Column of the Goths / E4
39. Obelisk of Theodosius / D5
40. Serpent Column / D5
41. Masonry Obelisk / D5 
42. Constantine Column  

(Çemberlitaş) / D5
43. Forum of Theodosius  

(Forum Tauri) / C5
44. Column of Marcian / C4
45. Column of Arcadius / B5

• Byzantine Palaces
46. Magnaura Palace / E5
47. Great Palace Mosaics Museum / D5
48. Palace of Lausos Ruins / D5
49. Palace of Antiochos Ruins / D5
50. Eresin Sultanahmet Hotel  

Collections / D5
51. Boukoleon Palace /  D6
52. Tekfur Palace Museum  

(Palace of Porphryogenitus) / B2

• Byzantine Cisterns
  3. Yerebatan (Basilica Cistern) / D5
53. Binbirdirek (Cistern of Philoxenos) / D5
54. Nakkaş Cistern / D5
55. Şerefiye  (Theodosius) Cistern / D5

56. Sarnıç Restaurant / E5
57. Gülhane Park Cistern / E4
58. Antik Hotel Cistern / C5
59. Zeyrek Cistern / C4
60. Seferikos Cistern / C3
61. İpek Bodrumu Cistern / B3
62. Kirmasti Cistern / C3
63. Sultan Cistern / C3

• Byzantine Open-Air Cisterns
64. Cistern of Aetius / B3
65. Cistern of Aspar / B3
66. Cistern of Mocius / A5

• Existing Gates of Constantinople
67. Ahırkapı / E5
68. Çatladıkapı (Lion’s Gate) / D6
69. Kumkapı (Kontoskalion) / D6
70. Samatya (Psamathia) / A6
71. Porte Aurea (Golden Gate) / A7
72. Yedikule Kapı / A6
73. Belgrad Kapı (Xylokerkos) / A6
74. Silivrikapı (Pege) / A5
75. Mevlanakapı (Rhegium) / A4
76. Topkapı (Romanus) / A4
77. Sulukule (Pempton) / A3
78. Edirnekapı  

(Charisius / Adrianople) / B2
79. Eğrikapı (Kaligaria) / B2
80. Cibali Kapı (Eis Pegas) / C3
81. Ayakapı (St. Theodosia) / C3

• Byzantine Churches
82. Aya İrini Museum (Hagia Eirene) / E5
83. Church of St. Mary of Blachernae / B2
84. St. Mary of the Mongols  

(Theotokos Mouchliotissa) / B2
85. Fethiye Museum (Pammakaristos) / B3
     -Church of Zoodochos Pege

• Mosques Converted From  
   Byzantine Churches

  2. Ayasofya Mosque (Hagia Sophia) / E5
86. Kariye (Chora Church) / B2
87. Küçük Ayasofya (Church of  

St. Sergius and Bacchus) / D5
88. Kalenderhane (Church of  

Theotokos Kiriotissa) / C4
89. Molla Zeyrek (Monastery of  

Christ Pantokrator) / C4
90. Bodrum / Mesih Paşa  

(Myraleion Church) / C5
91. Atik Mustafa Paşa / B2
92. Hirami Ahmet Paşa (Church of  

St. John Prodromos in Trullo) / B3
93. Molla Fenari (Monastery of  

Constantine Lips) / B4
94. Gül (Hagia Theodosia Church) / C3
95. Vefa  Kilise / Molla Gürani / C4

96. Eski İmaret (Pantepoptes  
Monastery) / C3

97. Arap (Church of St. Paul) / D3

• Other Byzantine Monuments
98. Prison of Anemas / B1
99. Galata Tower / D3
100. Aqueduct of Valens  
       (Bozdoğan Kemeri) / C4
101. St. Polyeuktos Church Ruins / C4
102. Studios Monastery Ruins / A6
103. Theodosian Walls / A3-A6
104. Tower of Eirene / D4
105. Martyrion of Karpos and  
        Papylos / A6

• Byzantine Monuments by Women
  89. Monastery of Christ Pantokrator  

(Eirene) / C4 
101. St. Polyeuktos Church  

(Anicia Juliana)  / C4
85. St. Mary of the Mongols  

(Maria Palaiologina) / B2

•  Ottoman Monuments by Women
  21. Hürrem Sultan Hamamı / D5/E5
106. Yenicami (Safiye & Turhan) / D4
107. Büyük Valide Han (Kösem) / D4
23. Çemberlitaş Hamamı (Nurbanu) / D5 
108. Pertevniyal Valide Sultan  

Mosque / C5 
109. Haseki Hürrem Sultan Mosque / B5
110. Bezm-i Alem Gureba Hospital / B4
111. Mihrimah Sultan Mosque 

-Edirnekapı / B3
112. Saliha Sultan Fountain / D3
113. Dolmabahçe Bezm-i Alem  

Mosque / F2 
12. Mihrimah Sultan Mosque- 
      Üsküdar / G3
114. Atik Valide Mosque (Nurbanu) / H4
115. Çinili Mosque & Hamam (Kösem) / H4
116. Yeni Valide Mosque  

(Gülnuş Emetullah) / G3

• Monuments by Architect Sinan
117. Süleymaniye Mosque / C4
118. Şehzade Mosque / C4
119. Rüstem Paşa Mosque / D4
120. Sokollu Mehmed Paşa Mosque / D5
21. Hürrem Sultan Hamamı (Baths) / D5/E5
121. Topkapı Palace Kitchens / E4
122. Cafer Ağa Medresesi / E5
109. Haseki Hürrem Sultan Mosque / B5
111. Mihrimah Sultan Mosque 

-Edirnekapı / B3

123. İvaz Efendi Mosque / B2
124. Kara Ahmet Paşa Mosque / A3-A4
125. Sokollu Mehmet Paşa -  

Azapkapı Mosque / D3
126. Kılıç Ali Paşa Mosque / E3
127. Molla Çelebi (Fındıklı) Mosque / E2
128. Sinan Paşa Mosque / F1
12. Mihrimah Sultan Mosque   

-Üsküdar / G3
129. Şemsi Ahmet Paşa Mosque / G3
130. Mimar Sinan Çarşısı / G3
114. Atik Valide Sultan Mosque / H4

• Late-Ottoman Imperial Mosques
131. Hırka-i Şerif / B3
108. Pertevniyal Valide Sultan / C5
132. Laleli / C5
133. Nuruosmaniye / D5
134. Nusretiye / E3
113. Dolmabahçe Bezmialem Valide / F2
135. Ortaköy (Büyük Mecidiye) / H1
136. Ayazma / G3

• Tombs of Ottoman Sultans
137. Fatih Mosque (Mehmed II) / C4
138. Bayezid Mosque (Bayezid II) / D5
139. Sultan Selim Mosque  

(Yavuz Selim I, Abdülmecid) / C3
140. Süleymaniye Tombs (Kanuni Süley-

man I, Süleyman II, Ahmed II) / D4
141. Ayasofya Tombs (Selim II, Murad 

III, Mehmed III, Mustafa I, Ibrahim 
I) / E5

142. Sultan Ahmed Tomb (Ahmed I, 
Osman II, Murad IV) / D5

143. Yenicami Tombs (Mehmed IV, 
Mustafa II, Ahmed III, Mahmud I, 
Osman III, Murad V) / D4

144. Laleli Mosque (Mustafa III, Selim III) / C5
145. Hamidiye Tomb (Abdülhamid I, 

Mustafa IV) / D4
146. Mahmud II Tomb (Mahmud II,  

Abdülaziz, Abdülhamid II) / D5
147. Mehmed Reşad Tomb (Mehmed V) / A1

• Jewish Heritage
148. Balat (Old Jewish Quarter) / B2
149. Ahrida Synagogue / B2
150. Ashkenazi Synagogue / D3
151. Schneidertempel Art Gallery / D3
152. Kamondo Residence / D3
153. Kamondo Stairways / D3
154. Jewish Museum / D3
155. Neve Shalom Synagogue / D3

156. Etz-Ahayim Synagogue / G1
157. Kuzguncuk Neighborhood &  
        Beth Yaakov Synagogue / H2

If you like art (Museums)
158. Painting & Sculpture Museum / E3
159. İstanbul Modern / E3
160. Pera Museum / D2
161. Doğançay Museum / E2
162. Arter Contemporary Art  

Museum / D1
-Kazlıçeşme Art Gallery & Library
• Sabancı Museum  
  (See the Bosphorus map) 
• Perili Köşk - Borusan  
  Contemporary İstanbul  
  (See the Bosphorus map)

Places of Special Interest (Museums)
163. Maritime Museum / F1
164. Palace Collections Museum / F1
165. Museum of Innocence / E2
166. Rahmi Koç Museum / B1
167. Florence Nightingale Museum / G6
168. Panorama 1453 Museum / A4
169. Museum of Science and  

 Technology in Islam / E4
170. Press Museum / D5
171. Fire Brigade Museum / G1
172. Museum of Medical History / B5
173. Museum of Calligraphy / C5
174. Aynalıkavak Palace / C2
175. Vedat Nedim Tör Museum / D2
176. Rezzan Has Museum / C3
177. İstanbul University Rıdvan Çelikel 

Archaeological Museum / C5
178. Hilye-i Serif and Tesbih Museum 

(Calligraphy & Prayer Beads) / D4
179. Bayezid II Turkish Hamam  

Culture Museum / C5 
180. SALT Galata  / D3
181. TÜRVAK Cinema and  

Theater Museum / E2
182. Women’s Library -  

Art and Culture Center / C2
183. Madame Tussauds / E2
184. Turkish Construction &  
       Art Works Museum / C4  
   13. Lady Sultans’ Museum / G3
• Sadberk Hanım Museum  
  (See the Bosphorus map)

If you like shopping
6. Grand Bazaar / D5
9. Egyptian-Spice Bazaar / D4
185. Sahaflar (Old books) / D5
186. Arasta (Bazaar) / D5
122. Cafer Ağa Medresesi   

(Traditional Arts) / E5
187. Çukurcuma Antiques District / E2
188. Horhor Antique Bazaar / B4
189. Maçka & Nişantaşı Boutiques / E1
190. Ortaköy Craft Market / H1
191. Historia Shopping Mall / B4

PLACES OF WORSHIP

Catholic Churches
192. Cathedral Saint Esprit / E1 
193. St. Anthony of Padua / D2
194. St. George / D3
195. Church of St. Peter & Paul / D3 
196. Santa Maria Draperies / D2 

Protestant Churches
197. German Protestant Church / D2 
198. Gedikpaşa Protestant Church / D5
199. Union Church / D2

Orthodox Churches
200. Fener Greek Orthodox  

Patriarchate / C2
201. (Greek) Hagia Triada / E2
202. (Syriac Orthodox)  

Church of the Virgin Mary / E2 
203. (Russian) St. Panteleimon  

Monastery / D3
204. (Bulgarian) St. Stephen / C2
- (Greek) Hagia Paraskevi

Armenian Churches
205. Armenian Patriarchate / C5 
206. Surp Kirkor Lusavoric / D3
207. Surp Hıreşdagabed / B2
208. Üç Horan / D2

Other Mosques
209. Damad İbrâhim Paşa / C4
210. Eyüp / A1
211. Firuz Ağa / D5
212. Rum Mehmed Paşa / G3
213. Selimiye / G5
214. Selman Ağa / G3
215. Şakirin / H5
216. Yeraltı / D3
- Merkezefendi Mosque and Complex
- Kazlıçeşme Fatih Sultan  
  Mehmed Mosque
- Kara Mustafa Pasha Mosque 
- Takkeci İbrahim Ağa Mosque
- Seyit Nizam Mosque

Other Monumental & Important Places
217. Feshane Congress Center / B1
218. Yedikule (Seven Towers) Castle / A7
- Kazlıçeşme Fountain
- Zeytinburnu Medicinal Plants Garden
219. Metropolitan City Hall / C4
220. Bayezid Tower / D4

221. Vezir Han / D5
222. German Fountain / D5
223. Governor’s Office / D4
224. Processions (Alay) Pavilion / D4 
225. Gülhane Park / E4
226. Imperial Mint / E4
227. Tiled Pavilion / E4
228. (Old) Sirkeci Railway Station  

(Orient Express) / D4
229. Central Post Office (PTT) / D4
230. İstanbul Chamber of Commerce / D4
      -İstanbul Convention &  
       Visitors Bureau-ICVB
231. Balkapanı Han / D4
232. Tophane-i Amire  

Cultural Center / E3
233. İnönü Soccer Stadium / F1
234. (Old) Haydarpaşa  

Railway Station / G7

Landmark Hotels
235. Ceylan-Inter Continental / E1
236. Çırağan Palace Kempinski / G1
237. Crowne Plaza Istanbul - Old City / C5
238. Divan / E1
239. Four Seasons Bosphorus / G1
240. Four Seasons Sultanahmet / E5
241. Hilton Istanbul Bosphorus / E1
242. Grand Hyatt Istanbul / E1
  28. Pera Palace / D2
243. Ritz Carlton / E1
244. Swissotel The Bosphorus / F1
245. The Marmara / E2
246. The Marmara Pera / D2

Convention & Exhibition Centers
-İstanbul Lütfi Kırdar - ICEC / E1 
-İstanbul Congress Center - ICC / E1 
-Haliç Congress Center / B1

Consulates
247. Belgium / E2
248. Canada / D2
249. Czech Rep. / F1
250. France / D2
251. Germany / E2 
252. Greece / E2 
253. Iran / D4 
254. Italy / E3
255. NL / D2 

256. NZ / E2 
257. Norway / E2 
258. Portugal / E2 
259. Romania / E2 
260. Russia / D2
261. Sweden / D2
262. Syria / F1 
263. UK / D2

Tourist Information Offices
• Sultanahmet-Hippodrome / D5
• Port of İstanbul- 

Karaköy Limanı Yolcu Salonu / E3
• Taksim (Seyran Apartmanı) / E1
• Sirkeci Railway Station / D4

DELICIOuS PLACES
• Kahvaltıcılar (Breakfast Places)

1. (Bosphorus map) Aşşk Cafe ($$)
 www.asskkahve.com

2. Bazlama Kahvaltı - Nişantaşı ($$)
 www.bazlamakahvalti.com

3. Boris’in Yeri (Dairy products) ($$)
 instagram.com/borisinyerii1936/

4. (Bosphorus map) Emirgan Sütiş ($$)
www.sutis.com.tr

5. Hacı Hasan Fehmi Özsüt  
Muhallebicisi ($$)
İstiklal Cad. No: 261 Beyoğlu

6. Namlı Gurme Karaköy ($$)
www.namligurme.com.tr

7. Seven Hills Restaurant ($$)
www.sevenhillsrestaurant.com

8. Tarihi Kuzguncuk Fırını ($$)
tarihi-kuzguncuk-frn.business.site

9. Van Kahvaltı Evi Cihangir ($$)
www.facebook.com/VanKahvalti

• Çorbacı (Soup Restaurants)
10. Esnaf Cengiz ® Deniz Lokantası ($$)

www.denizlokantasi.com
11. Meşhur Fetih İşkembe Salonu ($$)

meshurfetihiskembe.business.site
12. Lale İşkembecisi ($$)

www.laleiskembecisi.com.tr
13. Paçacı Hasan ($$)

instagram.com/pacacihasan
14. Paçacı Mahmut Usta ($$)

www.kiztasipacacimahmut.com
15. Paçacı Necip Usta ($$)

pacac-necip-usta.business.site
• Börek Restaurants

16. (Bosphorus map)  
Çengelköy Börekçisi ($)
www.cengelkoyborekcisi.com.tr

17. (Bosphorus map) Tarihi Sarıyer 
Börekçisi ($)
212 - 242 1539 

18. Siniya Boşnak Börek ($)
siniya-bosnak-borek.business.site

19. Saray Beyoğlu ($$)
saraymuhallebicisi.com/ 
subelerimiz/beyoglu

20. (Bosphorus map)  
Tarihi Kireçburnu Fırını ($)
www.kirecburnufirini.com

• Street Food
21. Çay-Simit ($)

Try simit from any street vendor 
with a glass of tea

22. Beyoğlu Kelle Söğüş ($)
535 - 323 8439

23. Çiğköfteci Ali Usta ($)
instagram.com/cigkoftecialiusta

24. Dönerci Şahin Usta ($$)
instagram.com/donercisahinusta

25. Dürümcü Mustafa ($)
instagram.com/durumcumustafaa

26. Halikarnas Derya Deniz  
Balık Lokantası ($$)
instagram.com/halikarnas_ 
derya_deniz

27. Kral Kokoreç Sirkeci ($)
instagram.com/kralkokorec34

28. Kumpir Kiosks  ($)
Ortaköy

29. Meşhur Karaköy Nohut Pilavcısı ($)
536 - 998 6999

30. Midyeci Ahmet Beşiktaş ($$)
www.midyeciahmet.com

31. Sabırtaşı İçli Köfte ($)
www.sabirtasi.com.tr

32. Salacak Kokoreç ($$)
instagram.com/salacak_ 
kokorec_adnan_usta

33. Suat Usta Tantuni - Taksim ($$)
www.suatustatantuni.com.tr

34. Şehzade Cağ Kebap ($$)
instagram.com/sehzadecagkebap

35. Tarihi Karadeniz Döner ($$)
212 - 261 7693

36. Unkapanı Pilavcısı ($)
www.unkapanipilavcisi.com

• Lokanta
37. Ali Baba Kanaat Lokantası ($)

(Try beans and rice) 212 - 520 7655
38. Asude Lokantası ($$)

www.asudelokantasi.net
39. Bahar Lokantası ($$)

212 - 512 7439
40. Bankalar Lokantası ($$)

www.bankalarlokantasi.com
41. Çiya Sofrası ($$)

www.ciya.com.tr
42. Diver (Black Sea Cuisine)  

Restaurant ($$)
  instagram.com/diver_ 
  karadeniz_mutfagi

43. Hacı Abdullah ($$$)
www.haciabdullah.com.tr

44. Hayvore Karadeniz  
(Black Sea Cuisine) ($$)
www.hayvore.com.tr

45. Hünkar ($$$, with alcohol)
instagram.com/hunkar_nisantas

46. Havuzlu Restaurant ($$)
www.havuzlurestaurant.com

47. İlkadım Et Lokantası ($$)
instagram.com/ilk_adim_et_lokantasi

48. Kanaat ($$)
www.kanaatlokantasi.com.tr

49. Karadeniz (Black Sea Cuisine)  
Yemekleri Ayder ($$)
www.ayderkurufasulye.com

50. Kömür Türk Mutfağı ($$)
www.komurlokantasi.com

51. Lale Lokantası ($$)
facebook.com/haskoylalelokantasi

52. Mahir Lokantası ($$)
instagram.com/mahirlokantasi

53. Nato Lokantası 1952 ($$)
instagram.com/natolokantasi1952

54. Özbolu Lokantası ($$)
www.ozbolu-lokantasi.com

55. Sahrap Restaurant  
($$$, with alcohol)
www.sahraprestaurant.com

56. Pudding Shop Lale Restaurant  
($$, with alcohol)
www.puddingshop.com

57. Yanyalı Fehmi ($$)
www.fehmilokantasi.com

58. Zennup 1844 Fişekhane ($$$)
instagram.com/zennup1844

• Meat and Kebap Restaurants
59. Baran Et Mangal ($$, no alcohol)

www.baranetmangal.com.tr
60. (Bosphorus map) Bayramoğlu Döner 

($$, no alcohol)
www.bayramogludoner.com.tr

61. Develi Samatya ($$$)
www.develikebap.com

62. Günaydın Et Maçka ($$$)
www.gunaydinet.com

63. Hamdi Restaurant Eminönü ($$)
www.hamdi.com.tr

64. Kebapçı İskender Akaretler  
($$, no alcohol)
www.iskender.com

65. Köşebaşı Karaköy ($$$) 
www.kosebasi.com/sube/karakoy

66. Köşkeroğlu Restaurant  
($$, no alcohol)
www.koskeroglu.com.tr

67. Nakkaş Kebap Nakkaştepe ($$)
www.nakkaskebap.com

68. Nusr-et Steakhouse  
Sandal Bedesteni ($$$$)
www.nusr-et.com.tr

69. Pirpirim Gaziantep Mutfağı  
($$$, no alcohol)
www.pirpirim.com

70. Sadrazam Mahmut ($$)
www.sadrazammahmut.com

71. Siirt Şeref Büryan ($$, no alcohol)
www.serefburyan.com.tr

• Köfteci  
 (Köfte Restaurants, no alcohol)

72. Sultanahmet Köftecisi ($$)
www.sultanahmetkoftesi.com

73. Meşhur Köfteci Recep Usta 
Çengelköy ($$)
instagram.com/ 
meshurkoftecirecepusta

74. Filizler Köfte ($$)
www.filizler.com

75. Meşhur Filibe Köftecisi ($$)
www.meshurfilibekoftecisi.com

76. Namlı Rumeli Köftecisi ($$)
www.namlirumelikoftecisi.com

77. Ahmet Usta Tarihi  
Merkezefendi Köftecisi ($$)
www.tarihimerkezefendikoftecisi.
com.tr

78. Köfteci Mustafa ($$)
instagram.com/koftecimustafa 
_mercan

79. (Bosphorus map)  
Köfteci Alibaba ($$$)
www.koftecialibaba.net

• Pideci  
(Pide & Lahmacun Restaurants)

80. Halil Lahmacun ($$)
instagram.com/halillahmacun

81. Hocapaşa Pidecisi ($$)
www.hocapasa.com.tr

82. Karadeniz Pide Vefa ($$)
karadeniz-pide-kebap-salonu.
business.site

83. Meşhur Fatih Karadeniz Pidecisi 
İbrahim Usta ($$)
www.fatihkaradenizpidecisi.com

84. Nizam Pide  
Galatasaray & Taksim ($$)
www.nizampide.com

85. (Bosphorus map)  
Pideban Sarıyer ($$)
www.pideban.com.tr

86. Yaşar Bafra Pide Salonu ($$)
yasar-bafra-pide- 
salonu.business.site

• Mantı Restaurants
87. GuŞef Mantı Evi ($$)

  instagram.com/gusefmantievi
88. Sinop Mantı ($$)

  xn--sinopmant-3pb.com.tr

• Meyhane
89. Aheste Restaurant ($$$)

www.ahesterestaurant.com
90. Balat Sahil Restaurant ($$$)

instagram.com/balatsahilrestoran

91. Cumhuriyet ($$$)
www.tarihicumhuriyetmeyhanesi.
com

92. Çiçek Pasajı Restaurants ($$)
www.tarihicicekpasaji.com

93. Eleos Restaurant Beyoğlu ($$$)
www.eleosrestaurant. 
com/beyoglu/

94. İnciraltı Bahçe ($$$)
www.inciralti.com.tr

95. Krependeki İmroz ($$)
krependekiimroz.com

96. Ney’le Mey’le Beyoğlu ($$)
www.neylemeyle.com

97. Yakup 2 ($$)
www.yakup2.com.tr

• Fish Restaurants
98. Balıkçı Sabahattin ($$$)

www.balikcisabahattin.com
99. (Bosphorus map)  

Bebek Balıkçısı ($$$)
www.bebekbalikci.com.tr

100. (Bosphorus map)  
        Del Mare Ristorante ($$$)

www.del-mare.com
101. (Bosphorus map) Garaj ($$)

instagram.com/garaj_balik
102. İsmet Baba ($$)

www.ismetbaba.com.tr
103. (Bosphorus map)  
        Lacivert Bar Restaurant ($$$$)

www.lacivertrestaurant.com
104. (Bosphorus map) Mavi Balık ($$$)

www.mavibalik.com
105. (Bosphorus map) Park Fora ($$$$)

www.parkfora.com
106. (Bosphorus map) Set Balık ($$$)

www.setbalik.com
107. Tarihi Karaköy Balık Lokantası ($$$)

www.karakoybalikcisi.com

108. (Bosphorus map)  
        Villa Bosphorus ($$$)

www.villabosphorus.com.tr
• Restaurants with a View

109. (Bosphorus map)  
        Lokanta Feriye ($$$)

feriye.com/lokanta-feriye
110. Mürver Restaurant ($$$)

www.murverrestaurant.com
111. Tershane Restaurant ($$$)

www.tershanerestaurant.com
• International Cuisine  
   Restaurants

112. 360 İstanbul ($$$) 
www.360istanbul.com/eng

113. Sardunya ($$$)
www.sardunyakarakoyyali.com

114. (Bosphorus map)  
        Sunset Grill & Bar ($$$$) 

www.sunsetgrillbar.com
115. (Bosphorus map) Ulus 29 ($$$$) 

www.29.com.tr
• Vegetarian Restaurants

116. Bi Nevi Deli ($$)
www.binevideli.com

117. Healin Foods ($$)
www.healinfoods.com

118. Parsifal ($$)
facebook.com/parsifalmutfak

119. Vegan İstanbul ($$)
www.veganistanbul34.com

• Ottoman Palace  
Cuisine Restaurants

120. Deraliye Restaurant ($$$)
www.deraliyerestaurant.com

121. Konyalı ($$$, no alcohol)
www.konyalilokantasi.com

122. Matbah Restaurant ($$$)
www.matbahrestaurant.com

123. Tuğra Çırağan Palace  
        Kempinski ($$$$)

www.kempinski.com/en/istanbul/
ciragan-palace/dining/tugra

• Fine Dining
124. Divan Lokanta ($$$)

www.divan.com.tr/divan-istanbul/
dining/divan-lokanta

125. Mikla Restaurant ($$$$)
www.miklarestaurant.com/en

126. Sarnıç Restaurant ($$$$)
www.sarnicrestaurant.com

• Tatlıcı (Desserts & Sweets)
127. (Bosphorus map)  
        Baylan Pastanesi Bebek ($$)

(Try Kup Griye)
www.baylangida.com

128. Day Day Pastanesi ($)
(Try apple pastry)
instagram.com/daydaypastanesi

129. Karaköy Güllüoğlu ($$)
(Try various types of Baklava)
www.karakoygulluoglu.com

130. İnci Pastanesi ($) 
(Try Profiterol)
instagram.com/incipastanesibeyo-
glu

131. Köşkeroğlu Baklava ($$)
www.koskeroglu.com.tr

132. Saray Beyoğlu ($$)
saraymuhallebicisi.com/subelerim-
iz/beyoglu

133. (Bosphorus map)  
Sarıyer Muhallebicisi ($$)
www.tarihisariyermuhallebicisi.
com.tr

134. Seç Baklavaları Kapalı Çarşı ($$)
instagram.com/secbaklavalari_
kapalicarsi

135. Vefa Bozacısı ($)  
(Try Boza with chickpeas) 
www.vefa.com.tr



BOSPhORUS
EuROPEAn SIDE (RuMELİ)

1. Theodosius II Walls
2. Aqueduct of Valens
3. Bayezid Tower
4. Grand Bazaar
5. Blue Mosque (Sultan Ahmet Mosque)
6. Hagia Sophia
7. Topkapı Palace Museum
8. Private Bosphorus Boats
9. TURYOL Boats
10. “Boğaziçi Özel Gezi” Public Boats
11. Galata Tower (Galata Kulesi)
12. Terminal for Cruise Ships
13. Kılıç Ali Pasha Mosque
14. Tophane Fountain
15. Nusretiye Mosque
16. İstanbul Modern Museum
17. Fine Arts Academy of  

Architect Sinan
18. Fındıklı Mosque
19. Dolmabahçe Mosque
20. İnönü (Beşiktaş) Soccer Stadium
21. Dolmabahçe Clock Tower
22. Dolmabahçe Palace
23. Swissotel The Bosphorus
24. Maritime Museum
25. Democracy Monument
26. Conrad Hilton Hotel

27. Four Seasons Hotel
28. Çırağan Palace
29. Yıldız Park
30. Ortaköy Mosque
31. Esma Sultan Yalısı
32. Gazi Osman Pasha Yalısı
33. Naile Sultan Yalısı
34. Kırmızı (Red) Yalı
35. Galatasaray Island (Sport Club)
36. Residence of Egyptian  

Consulate General
37. Bebek Mosque
38. Bosphorus University Campus
39. Rumeli Fortress (Rumeli Hisarı)
40. Perili Köşk - Borusan Contemporary
41. Zeki Pasha Yalısı
42. Baltalimanı Hospital
43. Şerifler Yalısı
44. Emirgan Mosque
45. Sabancı Museum
46. Müşir Deli Fuad Pasha Yalısı
47. Çaycı İstapan Yalısı
48. Prince Burhanettin Efendi Yalısı
49. Sait Halim Pasha Yalısı
50. Kalender Pavilion
51. Huber Pavilion
52. German Embassy Summer Residence
53. Tarabya Hotel
54. Italian Embassy Summer Residence

55. İpsilanti Yalısı
56. Surp Hripsimyants Armenian Church
57. Spanish Embassy Summer Residence
58. Sadberk Hanım Museum
59. Sarıyer Police Station  

(Navy Clubhouse)
60. Garipçe Fortress
61. Rumeli Lighthouse

ASIAn SIDE (AnADOLu)

62. Anatolian Lighthouse
63. Poyraz Fortress
64. Genoese (Yoros) Castle
65. Marko Pasha Pavilion
66. Osman Hamdi Bey Yalısı
67. Khedive Pavilion (Hidiv Kasrı)
68. Yağcı Hacı Şefik Bey Yalısı
69. Hacı Ahmet Bey Yalısı
70. Sadrazam Kadri Pasha Yalısı
71. Hekimbaşı Salih Efendi Yalısı
72. Amcazade Hüseyin Pasha Yalısı
73. Zarif Mustafa Pasha Yalısı
74. Anatolian Fortress (Anadolu Hisarı)
75. Komodor Remzi Bey (İnönü) Yalısı
76. Küçüksu (Göksu) Pavilion
77. Kıbrıslı Yalısı
78. Count Ostrorog Yalısı
79. Edip Efendi Yalısı
80. Recaizade Ekrem Bey Yalısı

81. Kuleli Military High School
82. Beylerbeyi Mosque
83. Beylerbeyi Palace
84. Navy School
85. Cemil Molla Pavilion
86. Sadullah Pasha Yalısı
87. Fethi Ahmed Pasha Yalısı
88. Mihrimah Sultan Mosque
89. Şemsi Pasha Mosque Complex
90. Yeni Valide Mosque
91. Maiden’s Tower (Kız Kulesi)
92. Selimiye Barracks
93. Haydarpaşa Railway Station

CAtEgORy LISt

Museums
Hagia Sophia Museum / 6
Maritime Museum / 24
Perili Köşk - Borusan Contemporary / 40 
Sabancı Museum / 45
Sadberk Hanım Museum / 58
Topkapı Palace Museum / 7

Palaces & Pavilions
Beylerbeyi Palace / 83
Çırağan Palace / 28
Dolmabahçe Palace / 22
Huber Pavilion / 51
Kalender Pavilion / 50

Khedive Pavilion (Hidiv Kasrı) / 67
Küçüksu (Göksu) Pavilion / 76

Mosques
Bebek Mosque / 37
Beylerbeyi Mosque / 82
Blue Mosque / 5
Dolmabahçe Mosque / 19
Emirgan Mosque / 44
Fındıklı Mosque / 18
Kılıç Ali Pasha Mosque / 13
Mihrimah Sultan Mosque / 88
Nusretiye Mosque / 15
Ortaköy Mosque / 30
Şemsi Pasha Complex / 89
Yeni Valide Mosque / 90

‘Yalı’s (Waterfront Mansions)
Amcazade Hüseyin Pasha Yalısı / 72
Çaycı İstapan Yalısı / 47
Cemil Molla Pavilion / 85
Count Ostrorog Yalısı / 78
Edip Efendi Yalısı / 79
Esma Sultan Yalısı / 31
Fethi Ahmed Pasha Yalısı / 87
Gazi Osman Pasha Yalısı / 32
Hacı Ahmet Bey Yalısı / 69
Hekimbaşı Salih Efendi Yalısı / 71
İpsilanti Yalısı / 55

Kıbrıslı Yalısı / 77
Kırmızı (Red) Yalı / 34
Komodor Remzi Bey 

(İnönü) Yalısı / 75
Marko Pasha Pavilion / 65
Müşir Deli Fuad Pasha Yalısı / 46
Naile Sultan Yalısı / 33
Osman Hamdi Bey Yalısı / 66
Prince Burhanettin Efendi Yalısı / 48
Recaizade Ekrem Bey Yalısı / 80
Sadrazam Kadri Pasha Yalısı / 70
Sadullah Pasha Yalısı / 86
Sait Halim Pasha Yalısı / 49
Şerifler Yalısı / 43
Yağcı Hacı Şefik Bey Yalısı / 68
Zarif Mustafa Pasha Yalısı / 73
Zeki Pasha Yalısı / 41

Fortresses
Anatolian Fortress

(Anadolu Hisarı) / 74
Garipçe Fortress / 60
Genoese (Yoros) Castle / 64
Poyraz Fortress / 63
Rumeli Fortress (Rumeli Hisarı) / 39

TuRKISh CuISIne
Turkish Cuisine is considered to be among the best in the world. A wide range of civilizations from 
history, a variety of styles, and an abundant food supply have all contributed to today’s Turkish cuisine. 
It is a fusion and refinement of Central Asian, Middle Eastern, Mediterranean, Eastern European and 
Balkan cuisines.

Afiyet olsun!“Afiyet olsun!” is an expression used to wish for a meal be enjoyed. The expression is 
used both before and after the meal.
elinize sağlık! When someone wants to express appreciation about food prepared by someone else, 
he or she says “Elinize sağlık!” which means “Health to your hands”. 
Şerefe! When proposing a toast, the expression “Şerefe!” is used, which literally means “to your honor!”

Menemen is Turkish scrambled 
eggs, prepared with tomatoes, 
green peppers, onions and olive oil.

Sucuk is a spicy Turkish sausage 
made of ground beef with garlic 
and spices.

Kaymak is thick thick cream 
eaten with honey or jam.

Pastırma is cured beef. The meat 
is salted and covered with a paste 
prepared with crushed cumin, 
fenugreek, garlic and hot paprika, 
and then air-dried.

Simit is a crispy bread ring 
covered with sesame seeds.

Börek is layers of pastry filled 
with cheese, eggs, vegetables, or 
minced meat, then fried or baked.

Gözleme is very common in 
rural areas; it is thin dough 
(phyllo dough) filled with various 
ingredients, such as cheese and 
parsley or anything else you 
might like, and baked on a thin 
iron plate placed over a wood or 
charcoal fire.

Tahini-Pekmez; tahini is sesame 
paste and pekmez is grape 
molasses. These are prepared 
separately and mixed before they 
are served.

You can eat breakfast in every country in the world and not find anything that compares with a 
Turkish breakfast. The Turkish word for breakfast is “kahvaltı” and it means “before coffee”. It is 
the food you eat before drinking coffee, since Turks traditionally never drink coffee with breakfast, 
as it is drunk only after breakfast. 

Breakfasts in Turkey are never the same, however a typical Turkish breakfast consists of a variety 
of cheeses, jams, olives, butter, eggs, tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, fruits, honey (sometimes in 
the honeycomb), kaymak, tahini-pekmez, sucuk, pastırma, sun-dried figs and apricots, walnuts, 
hazelnuts, almonds, börek, simit, gözleme, and cup after cup of black tea in tulip-shaped glasses.

Soups or variations of böreks are also common as morning meals in Turkey.

Kaymak

Simit

Gözleme

Pastırma

Börek

Menemen

TuRKISh BReAKFAST

STReeT FOOD

Simit is a very common street 
food in Turkey. It is often sold by 
street vendors from pushcarts, 
or it is carried on a tray that the 
sellers put on their heads.

Döner Kebap is lamb and/or veal 
roasted on a revolving spit. It is 
commonly available as a street 
food either in a sandwich or a 
wrap at almost every corner kiosk.

Dürüm is a wrap of lavaş (lavash) 
bread filled with kebaps and 
salads (tomatoes, onions, parsley). 
Lavaş is a usually leavened thin 
flatbread.

Kokoreç is sheep intestines 
wrapped around long skewers, 
barbecued and chopped, served 
with spices in a sandwich or a 
wrap.

Kumpir is a large baked potato 
stuffed with a selection of 
ingredients like butter, cheese, 
corn, sausage, olives and pickles 
along with various sauces in it. 

Other common street foods are 
Nohut-Pilav (rice with boiled 
chickpeas and chicken pieces 
on top), Midye Dolma (stuffed 
mussels), Midye Tava (fried 
mussels), Tantuni (tiny pieces of 
roasted meat in a sandwich or a 
wrap), İçli Köfte (boiled or fried 
large meatballs covered with 
bulgur), Çiğköfte (raw bulgur 
with spices and pomegranate 
sauce), Kelle Söğüş (roasted or 
baked sheep’s head) and Cağ 
Kebap (horizontally stacks of 
marinated rotating lamb in a 
wrap).

Döner Kebap

Kokoreç

Nohut-Pilav

 Midye Dolma

 İçli Köfte

Kelle Söğüş

Dürüm

Kumpir

Tantuni

Midye Tava

Çiğköfte

Cağ Kebap

LOKAnTA MeYhAne & FISh ReSTAuRAnTS TATLICI - COnFeCTIOneRY TuRKISh DRInKS

MeZeS

Güveç is any kind of meat 
prepared in a casserole.

Bulgur Pilavı is a pilaf made 
from bulgur (pounded wheat).

Dolma (stuffed vegetables) is 
usually made from vine leaves, 
cabbage leaves, chard leaves, 
peppers, eggplants, tomatoes, 
squash or mussels filled with rice, 
minced meat and raisins.

hünkar Beğendi is Sultan’s 
delight. It is simply chopped lamb 
pieces served on eggplant puree.

Musakka is a very typical 
eggplant dish with ground meat 
and tomato sauce.

Karnıyarık is stuffed eggplant. 

Variations of meatballs, 
vegetables, offals, meat or liver 
are also common traditional 
Turkish dishes.

This kind of restaurant is typically 
Turkish and offers home-cooking 
style food. It is similar to a 
cafeteria that serves traditional 
dishes. You can go to the window 
and choose whatever you like 
from a selection of dishes. Within 
a few minutes, it will be served 
to your table. The food varies 
everyday according to the season 
or availability of ingredients.

Hünkar Beğendi

DolmaBulgur Pilavı

Haydari

Pilaki

Arnavut Ciğeri

Humus

Köz Biber

Piyaz

Şakşuka

Roka Salatası

Cacık

Babaganuş

Dolmas

Fava Çerkez Tavuğu

Acılı Ezme

Kısır

Patlıcan Salatası

Çoban Salatası

Pişmaniye

Helva

Hoşaf

Aşure

Tavuk Göğsü

Kemalpaşa

Künefe

Baklava

Ayva Tatlısı

Maraş Dondurması

Kestane Şekeri

Kabak Tatlısı

Kazandibi

Sütlaç

Ekmek Kadayıfı

Kadayıf

Sıcak Meze: Kalamar (fried squid) 

Karnıyarık

Lokanta

Turkish Breakfast

KeBABÇI

KÖFTeCİ

İskender Kebap is named for 
the chef who created the dish in 
Bursa. The dish consists of döner 
kebap over pieces of buttered 
pide (pita) bread with yogurt 
served on the side. Tomato sauce 
and melted butter are poured 
over the dish at the table once it 
is served.

Şiş Kebap is cubes of grilled 
marinated chicken or lamb meat 
on skewers.

Adana Kebap is spicy barbecued 
minced meat mounted on a wide 
skewer. This is ground lamb meat 
that is mixed with fat from lamb’s 
tail. urfa Kebap is very similar, 
but it is not as spicy.

Ali nazik is eggplant puree in 
garlic yogurt with spicy barbecued 
minced meat on top.

Lahmacun is thin round dough 
covered with a spicy mixture 
of minced lamb meat, onions, 
tomatoes and parsley, and then 
baked in an oven.

Köfte is grilled or fried meatballs. 
Almost every city or region in 
Turkey has its own version of 
meatballs, such as İnegöl Köfte, 
Balaban Köfte, Islama Köfte, 
Tekirdağ Köfte, Ödemiş Köftesi, etc.

Yogurt is very important in 
Turkish cuisine. Even the word 
yoghurt or yogurt itself derives 
from the Turkish yoğurt. Many 
of the mezes are served with 
strained yogurt. 

Cacık is diluted yogurt with garlic, 
grated cucumber, dried mint and 
just a few drops of olive oil.

haydari is a thick yogurt spread 
with garlic.

Babaganuş is a kind of eggplant 
salad with yogurt.

Pilaki is beans cooked with garlic, 
tomato paste, carrot and olive oil.

Dolmas made with olive oil and 
no meat are served cold as mezes.

Arnavut Ciğeri (Albanian liver) 
is fried liver cubes or slices served 
with onion, parsley and hot pepper.

Fava is mashed broad beans. 

Çerkez Tavuğu (Circassian 
chicken) is poached chicken with a 
walnut sauce.

humus is mashed chickpeas 
with sesame, garlic, olive oil, and 
lemon juice.

Acılı ezme is hot spicy freshly 
mashed tomato spread with 
onion and green herbs.

Köz Biber is barbecued red 
peppers with garlic and vinegar.

Kısır is prepared with bulgur 
(pounded wheat), tomato paste, 
parsley, onion, garlic, sour 
pomegranate sauce and lots of 
spices.

Piyaz is a white bean salad with 
onion, tomatoes, vinegar and 
sometimes slices of hard-boiled 
eggs.

Patlıcan Salatası is eggplant 
salad and it is served in various 
ways. Barbecued eggplant is 
mashed and served with olive oil 
and parsley. Barbecued eggplant 
is chopped and mixed with onion, 
garlic, tomatoes and parsley. It is 
also served with yogurt.

Şakşuka is fried eggplant with 
tomato sauce.

Çoban Salatası (shepherd’s 
salad) contains chopped 
tomatoes, peppers, and 
cucumbers with olive oil.

Roka Salatası is rocket leaf salad. 

Sıcak Mezes or Ara Sıcak are 
hot mezes and served before 
the main course. Among them 
are fried mussels, squid or liver, 
baked or roasted shrimps, various 
kinds of börek, mushrooms, and a 
lot more.

Baklava is thin layers of flaky 
pastry stuffed with almond paste, 
walnuts or pistachio nuts in syrup. 
Its name comes from the shape 
in which it is cut; lozenge-shapes. 
Turkish cuisine has a wide range of 
baklava-like desserts which include 
Şöbiyet, Bülbül Yuvası, Saray 
Sarması, Sütlü Nuriye and Midye.

Kadayıf is shredded wheat in syrup.

Similar to Kadayıf, Künefe is 
shredded wheat filled with cheese 
and served hot.

Dough-based desserts are 
Ekmek Kadayıfı, Revani (with 
semolina and starch), Şekerpare, 
Kalburabasma, Dilber Dudağı, 
Vezir Parmağı, Hanım Göbeği, 
Kemalpaşa and Tulumba. They are 
all served with syrup.

Kaymak with honey or jam. It 
is often served with rich desserts 
(baklava, künefe, etc) to cut 
through their sweetness.

Sütlaç is rice pudding.

Tavuk Göğsü (chicken breast) 
is a thick milk pudding, in which 
very thinly sliced chicken breast is 
added to give it a chewy texture.

Kazandibi is a milk pudding with 
a burnt surface.

Aşure, also known as Noah’s 
Pudding, is made from numerous 
(some 40) types of dried fruits and 
grains.

Ayva Tatlısı (quince dessert) 
is made by baking or cooking 
quince halves in sweet syrup. 
Quince halves are filled with 
cloves and quince meal. It is 
served with kaymak on top.

Kabak Tatlısı (pumpkin dessert) 
is made by baking or cooking 
sliced pumpkin with sugar 
sprinkled on top. The dish is 
topped with crushed walnuts, 
tahini or kaymak.

hoşaf is a dessert made of dried 
fruits like raisins, dried prunes, 
apricots, or figs boiled in water 
with some sugar and left to cool.

Kestane Şekeri is glacé chestnuts 
(candied chestnuts).

Pişmaniye is a sweet-meat made 
of sugar, flour and butter which 
resembles flax fibers.

Tahini-Pekmez is a mixture 
of both tahini (sesame oil) and 
pekmez (grape molasses).

helva is a flaky confection of 
crushed sesame seeds in a base  
of syrup.

Maraş Dondurması is a unique 
Turkish ice cream. It was named 
after the southeastern Turkish 
city of Maraş (Kahramanmaraş). 
It is thickened and enriched 
with “salep”, which consisted of 
ground wild orchid root. This ice 
cream is beaten with a paddle. 
You can cut it with a knife.

Çay-Tea

The major hot drink 
for breakfasts, after 
or in-between meals, 
in social gatherings 
or formal business 
meetings is always tea.

Turks have one of the 
highest consumption 

rates of tea in the world. Tea is widely grown in 
Turkey along the Eastern Black Sea coast.

Teahouses or tea gardens are abundant and 
can be found throughout the country. Turkish 
people mostly use loose tea and brew the tea 
by using two pots, one on top of the other. The 
lower teapot is for boiling water and the top 
one is for steeping the loose tea with less water. 
While serving the tea in the small tulip-shaped 
traditional glasses, you will mix the two according 
to your taste. If you like it strong, you will add 
more from the top pot.

Turkish Coffee

Coffee beans are 
roasted, left to cool 
in a bowl, ground in a 
brass coffee mill, and 
with the fresh aroma of 
coffee, poured into the 
coffee jar. The process 
continues by making 
coffee in a little copper 
pot with a long handle 
on the brazier or a 
stove, and finally drunk 

from a small porcelain cup. The more foam is on 
the surface of the coffee cup, the more it will be 
appreciated. According to a Turkish proverb “A 
cup of coffee guarantees 40 years of friendship” 
as you can never forget a sincere and hospitable 
offer of a cup of rich, bitter Turkish coffee.

Turkish coffee is more like a ritual than just a 
drink. Although coffee is not grown in Turkey, 
it was the Turks who first popularized it, then 
introduced it to the western world during the 
Siege of Vienna in the 17th century.

Together with your order, you should place your 
wish in advance about how much sugar you like 
in your coffee: sade (without sugar), az şekerli (a 
little sugar), orta (medium sugar) or şekerli (with 
a lot of sugar).

Boza is a fermented sweetened drink made from 
corn or wheat.

Salep is boiled milk flavored with powdered 
orchid roots. It can only be found only in cold 
winter months.

Similar to buttermilk, 
Ayran is a refreshing 
tangy drink of yogurt, 
water and salt whipped 
together. It is served cold, 
and it’s a very common 
health drink.

Wine

The lands that are now Turkey were perhaps the 
first to cultivate vineyards and produce wines, 
dating back to the Bronze Age or even earlier.

The Hittites, a Bronze Age people, made laws and 
regulations about viticulture and wine making.

Among the indigenous grapes of Turkey 
are Kalecik Karası, Öküzgözü, Boğazkere, 
Papazkarası, Karasakız, Çalkarası, Sultaniye 
(White), Bornova Misketi (White), Emir (White) 
and Narince (White).

Rakı

Also called “lion’s milk”, Rakı is often considered 
the national drink. It is a 90-proof aniseed-
flavored alcohol. To drink rakı properly, one needs 
two long and narrow glasses. One of the glasses 
changes its color from a clear liquid to a milky-
white when water is added. The other glass is for 
just plain water.

Rakı is generally drunk cold, mostly with 
ice and requires some sort of food, the best 
accompaniment being some mezes.

Beer

It is argued that the first beer in Anatolia was 
brewed at the time of the Hittites around 3500 
years ago.

The largest producer of beer in Turkey is the Efes 
Beverage Group, with approximately 80% of the 
market share. Their main product line is called 
Efes Pilsen. The name Efes is the modern version 
of the name of the ancient city of Ephesus, as the 
brewery is close to Ephesus. The beer is described 
as having a “tangy malt and hops aroma, rich 
malt, and a bitter-sweet finish that becomes dry 
and hoppy”.

In addition to Efes Pilsen, Efes Beverage Group 
brews Efes Light, Efes Dark, Efes Extra, Bomonti 
and Marmara. They brew a few other foreign 
brands under license too.

Tuborg is also brewed in Turkey under license. The 
craft beer movement has come to Turkey with small 
companies producing limited-production brews with 
unique flavors such as Gara Guzu and Zıkkım.

This is the place where kebabs are sold. Kebap (kebab) is roasted, broiled or grilled meat prepared 
in many different ways; Döner Kebap, İskender Kebap, Şiş Kebap, Patlıcan Kebap, Adana Kebap, 
Urfa Kebap, Ali Nazik Kebap and so on.

A meyhane is a traditional Turkish tavern, which serves food with alcohol. Rakı is the typical drink at a 
meyhane. Many fish restaurants serve dinner with alcohol. In either one, first a large variety of soğuk 
meze (cold appetizers) are offered on a big tray from which you can choose quite a few for the table, 
then you should sample a few sıcak (hot) mezes before the main dish. The main dish will be either fish 
or meat. After having dessert or fruit, as the locals do, it is time to drink a cup of Turkish coffee.

Among the local fish choices from the Bosphorus are istavrit (horse mackerel), hamsi (anchovy), 
palamut (bonito), lüfer (bluefish) and kalkan (turbot). Çipura (sea bream) and levrek (sea bass) are 
commonly found everywhere.

This is a place where they sell different kinds of sweets. Many of them specialize in certain groups of 
sweets like baklavacı, muhallebici, dondurmacı, helvacı, and so on.

İskender Kebap

Ali Nazik

Şiş Kebap

Adana / Urfa Kebap

Köfte

Pide is a thick dough filled or 
covered with any combination of 
meat, cheese, mushroom, eggs, etc. 
It is quite similar to pizza but served 
with butter and grated cheese.

Mantı is a kind of pasta or 
dumpling filled with minced meat 
and served with yogurt, garlic and 
melted butter on top. 

PİDe OR MAnTI ReSTAuRAnTS

Pide LahmacunMantı

Some soup restaurants are available for breakfast from morning hours, while others are open all day 
long or even after midnight. Most common soups are lentil, yayla and tarhana. 

Tarhana is one of the oldest known instant soups. In the summer months, yoghurt, flour, 
vegetables, and herbs are mixed and fermented. Then it is dried and powdered by hand. During the 
winter, it is cooked by adding water and other ingredients. Yayla Çorba is a yogurt soup cooked 
with mint and rice. Sometimes melted butter is poured over the dish. 

Sakatat (offal): Turkish cuisine,  
like many other cuisines around 
the world, does not waste any 
part of an animal. On the contrary, 
offal plays an important role 
in several Turkish dishes, with 
tripe, head, feet, brain, tongue, 
intestines and liver being among 
the most common. Specialty soup 
restaurants serve soup from kelle 
(sheep head), paça (sheep legs), 
beyin (brain) or işkembe (tripe).

ÇORBACI - SOuP ReSTAuRAnTS

İşkembe Çorba Paça Çorba
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Fatih Bridge

15 July Martyrs’ Bridge

Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge

Arnavutköy
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Vaniköy

Çengelköy

Rumeli Hisarı

A n a d o l u  H i s a r ı

Emirgan

İstinye
Yeniköy

Büyükdere

Sarıyer Yenimahalle Rumeli Kavağı

Anadolu Kavağı

Beykoz

Çubuklu

Kanlıca

Paşabahçe

Rumeli Feneri

Anadolu Feneri

Bebek

Kandilli

Eminönü

Galata Bridge

Atatürk Bridge

Haliç Bridge

Piers on the  
Bosphorus 

European Side 

P1. Eminönü
P2. Karaköy
P3. Kabataş
P4. Beşiktaş
P5. Ortaköy
P6. Kuruçeşme
P7. Arnavutköy
P8. Bebek
P9. Rumeli Hisarı
P10. Emirgan
P11. İstinye
P12. Yeniköy
P13. Büyükdere
P14. Sarıyer
P15. Yenimahalle
P16. Rumeli Kavağı
P17. Rumeli Feneri

Asian Side

P18. Anadolu Feneri 
P19. Anadolu Kavağı 
P20. Beykoz 
P21. Paşabahçe 
P22. Çubuklu 
P23. Kanlıca 
P24. Anadolu Hisarı
P25. Kandilli 
P26. Vaniköy 
P27. Çengelköy
P28. Beylerbeyi
P29. Kuzguncuk
P30. Üsküdar
P31. Harem
P32. Haydarpaşa 

BOSPhORuS CRuISe

Bosphorus Cruise Choices:

1. Private Boats/yachts

These are unique experiences combining 
privacy, luxury and personalized services. 
You can check availability and prices with 
your hotel or travel agent. 

2. Regular tour Boats

They pick you up from your hotel, give 
you a ride and bring you back to your 
hotel. There is a guide on board giving 
commentary. 

These are more expensive than the public 
boats and less expensive than private 
boats. You can check availability with your 
hotel or travel agent. 

3. Public Boats

You can take a Bosphorus Cruises by public 
boats. It will be very reasonably priced. 
The only problem is that these boats are 
generally overcrowded. 

a) Şehir Hatları

Şehir Hatları is Istanbul’s official ferry 
company. It offers two great Bosphorus 
tours: Short Circle Bosphorus Cruise  
and Full Bosphorus Cruise. The availability 
of these tours change according to  
the season. 

You can take the public boat called 
“Boğaziçi Özel Gezi” with the traditional 
public boats from Eminönü. It departs at 
10:35 AM (also at 1:35 PM in summer) 
and stops at the piers of Beşiktaş, Kanlıca, 
Yeniköy, Sarıyer and Rumeli Kavağı before 
arriving at Anadolu Kavağı on the Asian 
side close to the Black Sea. This ride will 
take approximately one and a half hours. 
After about three hours of free time, it 
departs at 3:00 PM (also at 5:00 PM in 
summer) from Anadolu Kavağı. In addition, 
in summer months, two-hour nonstop 
short tours are available from the same 
pier. They depart at 11:30 AM, 02:30 PM 
and 03:30 PM. 

Check departure times online or at the 
Şehir Hatları Bosphorus Lines. 

b) TURYOL or DENTUR

These are co-op boats, smaller in size. 
They depart from Eminönü or Kabataş or 
Beşiktaş every half or one hour depending 
on the season, and come back to the  
same point.  

4. Valide Sultan Boat

This very large, comfortable boat was 
designed by Üsküdar Municipality, which 
offers free Bosphorus tours as frequently 
as five times a day. Each tour is about 90 
minutes, and starts and ends at the center 
of Üsküdar on the Asian side of Istanbul. 
You can combine this boat tour with an 
experience of the Asian side of Istanbul. 
For reservations call 444 0 875.

Istavrit (Horse Mackerel)

Kalkan (Turbot) Palamut (Bonito)

Lüfer (Bluefish)

FISh FROM The BOSPhORuS

Boza Salep
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